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 UNIVERSITY PARK - North Allegheny tied a state record with its win over Landisville Hempfield in 
the PIAA Class 3A boys volleyball title match, held June 9 at Penn State's Recreation Hall. 
 North Allegheny became the third program in PIAA history to win boys and girls titles in the same 
school year. The Tigers girls team won the PIAA Class 4A title in November with a 3-0 win over Bishop 
Shanahan. The Tigers boys squad matched their accomplishment by sweeping Hempfield in the Class 3A 
final. And both teams finished the season with an unblemished record. 
 Hempfield was the first school to win both titles, as it reached the feat during the 2006-2007 
school year. Parkland became the second school to win both titles during the 2014-15 school year. 
 "That is really special," North Allegheny boys coach Dan Schall said. "What's really incredible 
about the North Allegheny culture is that you are motivated by other team's success. Just take a look at 
all the teams we had this year that won PIAA titles and others that won WPIAL titles." 
 Saturday's title marks the sixth PIAA title won by a North Allegheny team during the 2017-18 
season. The others are: girls volleyball, girls tennis, girls golf, boys swimming, and boys track & field. 
 "I'm glad to be an NA tiger," said senior outside hitter Canyon Tuman, who led North Allegheny 
with 16 kills. "I wouldn't want to be anywhere else to play volleyball." 
 North Allegheny played its most complete match in the biggest match of the season. The Tigers, 
who finished with a 23-0 record, were almost flawless in all phases of the game. 
 "Everybody contribution to this win," Schall said. "It was our most complete match of the season. 
(Setter) A.J. (Schmidt) did a great job of feeding our hitters. Our blockers did a great job of shutting 
down their hitters. Our defense was fantastic. And our serving kept [Hempfield] from getting into their 
offense." 
 The Tigers posted a 25-20 victory in the first set with Tuman leading the way with five kills. He 
added six kills in the second set, as the Tigers dominated the Black Knights, 25-17. The third set was 
much closer, as it was tied at 11-11, but the Tigers took charge from that point on and recorded a 25-21 
victory. 
 "North Allegheny was very powerful and their block was very intimidating," Hempfield coach Mike 
Vogel said. "We played well for the first ten points of the game. At that point, the wheels came off. We 
just couldn't stop them. They were just too big at the net and had too many weapons for us to stop. 
They were clearly the better team today." 
 However, Vogel was not disappointed with the play of his squad. 
 "Sometimes you run into a team like that where there’s nothing you can do," Vogel said. "Hey, 
it’s nothing against our guys. To a man, North Allegheny was much bigger than us, and it showed. But 
I’m very proud of this group. This was our first (dual-match) loss this season. And I’m not sure how 
many people really expected us to be back here in the state finals. It was impressive to make it this far." 
 Tuman, a Penn State University recruit, may have led the Tigers, but he received a lot of help. 
Schmidt recorded 36 assists and nine digs. Jason Stiefvater had nine kills and nine digs. Jake Barber had 
seven kills and five blocks. Jeremiah Zemet had five blocks. 
 "Not only are they great hitters, but they are my best friends," Schmidt said. "They make me look 
better with the way they put the ball away." 
 North Allegheny was making a PIAA-record 16th appearance in the finals and came away with its 
sixth title. The Tigers were also in last year's title match, but had to settle for second best after losing to 
Central York. 
 "From the motivational standpoint, tasting this was a driving force," said Schall, referring to last 
year's runner-up performance. "Getting back [to the finals] is a really tough journey. There's so much 
effort, and so much has to go right." 
 Gavin Hanzelman, a senior middle hitter, led Hempfield with 10 kills, while senior outside hitter 
Ian Flood chipped in with eight kills. 



 "I think silver is still OK," Hempfield senior libero Mason Scott said. "I’m really proud of how far 
we’ve come. This is a really good group of guys." 
 "It’s over, yes," Hanzelman added. "But I’ll never forget this journey." 
 Hempfield was making its 12th appearance in the finals and lost for only the second time.  
 
 


