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 UNIVERSITY PARK - The 55-year wait has ended for the Meadville High School boys 
volleyball program. The Bulldogs ended their PIAA title drought with a hard-fought 3-2 victory 
over York Suburban in the Class 2A title match, Saturday at Penn State's Pegula Ice Arena. 
 "Our first title came in 1964," Meadville coach Nick Bancroft said. "It was the first PIAA 
title for any team in Meadville history. This is the second. We're very proud to have the program 
back on top after such a long wait." 
 The title also capped Bancroft's first season as head coach. 
 "There's a lot of volleyball energy in the school now," Bancroft said. "We're hoping the 
success will continue next season and into the future. It's great for the program and it's great for 
the community." 
 It was Meadville's fifth appearance in a PIAA title match. The Bulldogs were runners-up 
in 1962, 1965 and 2010. York Suburban was making its second title match appearance, as it 
lost in Class 2A final in 2012. 
 When the match started, it looked as if Meadville would sweep York Suburban. The 
Bulldogs built a 10-5 lead in the first set that forced a timeout by York Suburan coach Oliver 
Good. His second timeout came after Meadville had increased its lead to 17-8. Numerous hitting 
and passing errors added to their disappointing play and the first set ended with Meadville 
recording a 25-17 victory. 
 York Suburban's play improved in the second set, as the Trojans jumped out to a 15-9 
lead with senior middle hitter Nate Bowman leading the way. But just when it looked like the 
Trojans were on their way to a victory, Meadville responded with a 16-4 run to record a 25-19 
victory and put York Suburban on the brink of elimination. 
 Meadville's top player Aiden Miller, a 6-4 senior outside hitter, led the way with 14 of his 
match high 32 kills in the first two sets. 
 "I really thought the first two sets we were kinda weak, timid, not prepared to play," Good 
said.  
 At that point, the match took a completely different turn. 
 York Suburban's offense came to life in the third set, as Bowman and Harrison Perring 
took turns on the front line. The Trojans built an 18-8 lead and finished with an impressive 25-16 
victory. 
 Unfortunately, the momentum took another turn at the start of the fourth set. Meadville 
jumped out to an 18-9 advantage and looked again to be on their way to a third and decisive 
victory when the score reached 23-16.  
 That's when York Suburban put together an impressive comeback. With their backs 
against the wall, the Trojans scored 11 of the next 13 points to record a narrow 27-25 victory 
and send the match to a fifth and final game. 
 "I’m proud of the tenacity that they showed," Good said. "How they dug in and refused to 
go down without a fight." 
 But the comeback was not meant to be, as Meadville made fewer mistakes in the fifth 
set and pulled out a narrow 15-13 victory. Miller had five kills, including the match clincher. 
 "Both jubilation and relief, but more relief," said Miller of the moment the final point fell. "I 
was so happy when that went in. All I could think is 'we won and it is over.' It felt amazing." 
 Bancroft was both pleased and relieved. 
 "That was tough, but in the huddle after game four I told them keep swinging, the ball will 
go down," Bancroft said. "We hadn’t lost a game four all year and we’ve never been a part of a 
comeback like that. That’s a testament to these guys." 
 Despite the loss, Good was still proud of his squad. 
 "I appreciate that they didn't roll over and give up," Good said. "It shows the leadership 
of our seniors. It shows the commitment to making big plays by the team. So I’m really proud 
that they showed up and pushed back." 
 Meadville was led by: Miller (32 kills and 10 digs), Tucker Watson (11 kills), and Brendan 
Leech (22 digs). The Bulldogs finish the season with a perfect 20-0 record. 



 "That was the best game that we played all year," Bancroft said. "The defense was 
awesome and we took care of our errors." 
 York Suburban (17-5) was led by: Bowman (20 kills, 6 blocks, 15 digs), Declan Ridings 
(15 kills, 10 digs), and Perring (10 kills, 2 blocks). 
 "They don’t make errors," said Good of Meadville. "They play a very clean game and 
that frustrated us." 
 Meadville won the District 10 title and earned its title match berth with three wins against 
District 7 school. The Bulldogs opened with a 25-22, 25-9, 25-18 sweep of District 7 runner-up 
Seton LaSalle, then outlasted District 7 third-place finisher Derry, 25-23, 19-25, 26-28, 25-22, 
15-12, in a quarterfinal marathon. Meadville advanced to the finals with a 25-20, 18-25, 25-21, 
25-21 win over District 7 champion Ambridge. 
 York Suburban earned its PIAA berth by placing second in District 3. The Trojans 
opened the tournament with a 25-13, 25-18, 25-5 sweep of District 12 champion Lansdale 
Catholic. In the quarterfinals, they swept District 2 champion Holy Redeemer, 25-20, 25-16, 25-
20. 
 That set up a rematch with Manheim Central, the team that beat York Suburban in the 
District 3 title match. The Trojans avenged that loss with a 27-25, 25-20, 23-25, 25-23 semifinal 
victory to earn their their second title berth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


