
By Ken Wunderley 
Tri-State Sports & News Service 
 MECHANICSBURG - North Catholic joined an exclusive club by winning the PIAA Class 2A 
championship match, held at Cumberland Valley High School. 
 In 2003, the PIAA switched to a five-set format for its championship tournaments. Fifty-five 
champions have been crowned since the format change. Only three of those champs have rallied from a 
2-0 deficit with three straight wins to claim their title. 
 * Reading Central Catholic became the first to achieve the feat in 2007 with its comeback against 
Cochranton in the Class 1A final. 
 * Parkland matched the accomplishment in 2015 when it rebounded from a pair of two-point 
losses to defeat Landisville Hempfield in the Class 3A final. 
 * North Catholic (23-1) became the third team to achieve the improbable feat with its win over 
North Penn-Liberty. It was the first title match appearance for both squads and the first title for the 
Trojans. 
 "I could not be more excited," said Trojans coach Amanda Fetter, trying to hold back the tears of 
joy. "This team is so close. The fact that we're going to have a state championship banner for us to see 
every time we walk into our gym, it means the world to me and the girls. I'm so proud of them." 
 North Penn-Liberty (22-1), the District 4 champion, dominated the first set, 25-18, then pulled out 
to a commanding 2-0 lead with a narrow 25-23 victory in the second set. 
 "We got off to a slow start," Fetter said. "They controlled the tempo in the first two sets." 
 Despite the slow start, Fetter had confidence in her squad.  
 "I knew that if we could settle in we would be fine," said Fetter, referring to the Trojans 3-2 loss to 
Freeport in the District 7 title match. "It worked out that we had that happen against Freeport. The girls 
had a fresh memory that (coming back from a 2-0 deficit) could be done. I told them to concentrate on 
the things that we can control." 
 The Trojans took Fetter's advice to heart in the third set and dominated the rest of the match. 
 After falling behind 5-2, North Catholic finally got its offense in gear. The Trojans, behind 6 kills 
from senior outside hitter Dominique Felix, posted a 25-16 victory in the third set, then completely 
dominated the fourth set, 25-14. 
 "We didn’t play that bad in the first two sets," said Felix, a Sacred Heart recruit and two-time 
PVCA All-Star. "We just couldn’t get that momentum going. But once we did, look out.” 

Felix also pointed out the importance of the Trojans loss to Freeport two weeks earlier. 
“Freeport did the same thing to us in the WPIAL title match, so we knew it could be done. We did 

a much better job of passing and setting the ball in the third and fourth games. We had so much 
confidence going into the final game." 
 In the huddle prior to the fifth set, Felix made a promise to her teammates. 
 "After the fourth set, I told our setter we're not going to lose this set if I can help it," Felix said. "I 
knew we could do it." 
 Felix was true to her word in the final set, as she recorded seven of her match-high 24 kills, in a 
15-7 victory. 
 "Dom (Felix) is our best hitter so there was definitely a shift to make sure she got the ball," Fetter 
said. "If you are going down, go down with your best hitters." 
 North Penn-Liberty coach Jennifer Nawri was obviously disappointed after watching the Mounties 
surrender a 2-0 lead. 
 "We lost our momentum and North Catholic got theirs," Nawri said. "We had trouble adjusting 
from there on. North Catholic has a great team. They were making great kills into the deep corners and 
we were struggling to get there." 
 Nawri was especially impressed by Felix.  
 "Felix is really dominant in the front row and from the back row. We really struggled to stop her. 
She had a great match. She put a lot of balls into spots we just couldn't get to." 
 Felix was one of three Trojan hitters who recorded 10 or more kills. The others were: Libby 
Palmer (15) and Ava Whitesel (10). The Mounties were led by Madison Minyo (14 kills) and Charisma 
Grega (10 kills). 



 "We were kind of shocked to be down 2-0," admitted Palmer, a senior opposite. "But I knew we 
had it in us. I knew we could come back. It's an incredible experience to win something we've worked so 
hard for." 
 Despite the defeat, coach Nawri was pleased with her team's performance. 
 "I'm so proud of my girls to get this far," Nawri said. "We had never won a PIAA playoff match 
prior to this year. So the girls have a lot to be proud of." 
 North Catholic advanced to the title match with wins over Corry (26-24, 25-21, 25-17), Bald Eagle 
Area (25-23, 25-18, 15-25, 25-20), and Freeport (25-19, 25-12, 25-16). 
 North Penn-Liberty earned its berth with wins over Holy Redeemer (25-14, 25-18, 25-10), Panther 
Valley (25-20, 25-20, 25-20), and Camp Hill Trinity (25-21, 26-24, 25-8) 
 


