
Avonworth  
 
Coach: John Skarupa (5th year at Avonworth, 6th Overall) 
 
Returning Starters:  
Mackenzie Dawson, 5-7, senior, setter/opposite 
Cassidy Johncour, 6-0, senior, middle hitter 
Natalie Meng, 5-7, senior, outside hitter 
Sydney Shields, 5-8, senior Defensive Specialist 
Clementine Dutot-Lucs, 6-0, sophomore, middle hitter 
Megan Monti, 5-5, senior Defensive Specialist 
Grace Rhode, 5-5, senior, outside hitter 
 
Season Outlook:  
This year, we're proud to have our largest roster yet, with every 
player gaining valuable experience in several matches last 
season. While we have many new faces, they each bring some 
varsity experience to the team. Our bench is also stronger than 
ever, with depth that ensures every player is well-matched with 
their teammates, promising an exciting and competitive 
environment both in practice and during games. I’m optimistic 
that we’re positioned to make a strong push into the playoffs 
again this year. 
 
Section Favorite:  
Quaker Valley won our section last year and returns three 
stand out players. I believe it will be between us and them, but 
I also would not roll out OLSH and Hopewell as both of their 
coaches always can push their teams to throw a few surprises 
during the season. 
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
For the first time I believe there is no clear cut favorite as well 
as no current AA team has ever won WPIAL, it will be 
incredibly exciting to see who comes out on top but I have 
Quaker Valley, Neshannock, Keystone Oaks and us as the top 
4 today. 
 
Young Players to Watch:  
Molly Robertson from NA is an incredibly talented sitter/hitter. 
Julia Cernich from Avonworth will be coming onto the scene for 
us and will surprise everyone. Aubrey Blank from Shaler. Alicia 
Mokube from North Allegheny, Jamie Radvan from Freeport. 
 

Beaver Falls 
 
Coach: Caitlyn Pinkerton (1st year)  
 
Returning Upperclassmen: 
Aniyah Harris, senior, setter 
Neveah Turner, junior, setter 
Tori Swanson, sophomore, outside hitter  
 
Season Outlook:  
We have a younger team with a lot of potential and are excited 
to see how this year goes.  
  
Young Players to Watch:  
A few key players to look out for would be Zara Bentel, 
freshman, middle hitter; Dreana Haskins, freshman, setter; 
Hailey Tedrow, freshman, middle hitter; Jazmere Haynes, 
sophomore, libero. 
 

Bentworth  
 
Coach: Sean Cleary (1st year at Bentworth, 17th overall)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Chelsea Dindal, 5-9, senior, outside hitter  
Nora Lindley, 5-10, senior, middle hitter  
Kayla O’Dell, 5-7, senior, outside hitter  
Sofia Gaussa, 5-6, junior, outside hitter  
 
Season Outlook:  
We are a tweener team, not young but not old either. Only 3 
seniors. We have a ton of athleticism and heart, but have some 
growth needed in knowledge and execution of skills. It will be a 
challenging season, but this group is fired up and tenacious 
and has what it takes to make noise and make a mark. 
 
Section Favorite:  
Being my first year I am not up to date with all of the teams and 
program histories, but from what I can see and what I have 
heard this will be a battle every night and each match will be 
playoff level with post season implications. 
 

Burgettstown 
 
Coach: Zuri Vigliotti (2nd year as head coach, 4th year with 
the program)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Peyton Mermon, senior, setter 
Layla Sherman, senior, middle hitter 
Savanna Rush, junior, outside hitter 
Paige Klodowski, sophomore, outside hitter/libero 
 
Season Outlook:  
I am really excited for my girls this season. I truly believe they 
have what it takes to make their way to the top of our section 
this year. They definitely have the skills and mentality to do so. 
Falling short last year has only made them want it more this 
season, and I know if they set their mind to it that it can be 
done. I can’t wait to get this season rolling! 
 
Section Favorite:  
Being that we bumped up from 1A to 2A this year it is hard for 
me to say if there is a favorite in our new section. However, I 
have confidence in my girls and I believe we could be one of 
the stronger teams in our section this year.  
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
I hate to say favorite, but there are definitely teams that my 
girls will be on the look out for this season. We have a great 
group of schools we are up against in Class 2A with a few of 
those making it to the semifinals last year.  
 
Young Players to Watch:  
The WPIAL has an amazing group of young athletes this year 
and I know personally I am excited to see what ALL of these 
young ladies will do this year.  
 

  



Brownsville  
 
Coach: Rachael Salvucci (2nd year after an 8-year break)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Payton Evanchak, 5'7, senior, outside hitter 
Cyan Eliam, 5'8, junior, middle/right hitter 
Skyler Gates, 6'4, junior, middle hitter 
Ashley Evanchak, 5'4, sophomore, libero 
 
Season Outlook:  
We are a young team this year looking to incorporate some 
freshmen into our lineup. We are starting fresh with almost 
everyone in different positions and looking to improve our play 
as a team. We also had teams leave our section and new ones 
enter, so we are excited to play and experience other talent.   
 
Section Favorite: Waynesburg 
 
Young Players to Watch: Skyler Gates, Brownsville 
 

Carlynton  
 
Coach: Amaleen Malcolm (1st year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Amelia Babish, 5-9, junior, middle hitter  
Jordynn Carter, 5-5, senior, outside hitter/setter  
Carlee Hughes, 5-7, junior, setter  
Sarah Loney, 5-5, junior, defensive specialist/ libero 
Olivia Thompson, 6-0, senior, outside hitter/middle hitter 
Lucy Vetter, 5-7, junior, outside hitter   
 
Section Favorite:  
I am new to this section but I know last year Keystone Oaks 
won our specific section and really made our team play at a 
higher level.  Due to how many of our athletes are returning 
this season, who have all continued to develop their skills I am 
excited to see what we can accomplish in the section this 
season.          
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
Throughout the entire WPIAL, North Allegheny has always 
been a well-rounded team and very exciting to watch.    
 
Young Players to Watch:  
I have not heard of anyone specifically. Being a new head 
coach, I have been really trying to focus on my team and 
making sure they are best prepared going into the season. I 
wish everyone the best of luck and hope I hear of many girls 
making an impact through this sport.   
 

Charleroi  
 
Coach: Samantha Fleming (1st year)   
 
Returning Starters:  
Avery Pendo, 5-2, senior, libero 
Kyra Short, 5-7, senior, outside hitter 
Emma Skobel, 5-2, senior, defensive specialist 
Alexa Pro, 5-3, senior, setter 
Lauren Leonetti, 5-6, senior, outside hitter 
Mckenna Sheilda, 5-9, senior, outside hitter/middle blocker 
Lilli Lee, 5-6, senior, opposite/middle blocker 
Eden Smith, 5-8, junior, middle blocker 
Charlee Wagner, 5-4, junior, outside hitter 
 
Season Outlook:  
Our team has been learning to work together for about 4 years 
now and has been under great leadership, so their talent and 
skill is very high. If the girls continue to work well together and 
come physically and mentally prepared for each game, I am 
confident that we should have no trouble competing against 
any of the teams in our section. We have 7 seniors, so our 
team is very experienced. With this, again I am confident that 
our girls will make it through the season with a positive record.  
 
Section Favorite:  
A few of our biggest competitors definitely include Brownsville 
and Waynesburg. They have some athletic girls on their teams 
that will make for good competition. Bentworth is also a team 
with lots of talent and athleticism that we have seen over the 
years.  
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
Southmoreland is a team that we have seen who have brought 
some good competition specifically with our team. Quaker 
Valley and Avonworth are also teams that we could see in the 
postseason. They are worth mentioning because of their 
gameplay last year and making it to the WPIAL semifinals. 
 
Young Players to Watch:  
Skylar Gates, junior, is a player worth mentioning from 
Brownsville. We have seen the skill that she brings on the 
court. Another player worth mentioning is Sydney Gongliek, 
sophomore, from Bentworth. She has a great arm swing that 
makes her a powerful player.  
 

  



Chartiers-Houston  
 
Coach: Ryan Hyland (2nd year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Meadow Ferri, senior, outside hitter 
Kylee Bandini, junior, middle hitter 
Taylor Urbanic, junior, outside hitter 
 
Season Outlook:  
We are still in the process of rebuilding and we are very young. 
We look to compete for a playoff spot and build off of last year. 
We have a great group of players who are coachable and 
willing to buy into the culture we want to build. I believe the 
future is bright for this program.   
 
Section Favorite:  
We are in a new section, but I would have to say Brownsville. 
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
Quaker Valley or Avonworth 
 
Young Players to Watch:  
I don't know any at this time, but I'm looking forward to 
watching them this year. 
 

Ellwood City 
 
Coach: Jenna Ricciuti (9th year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Emma Figurel, 5-9, senior, outside hitter 
Chloe Bungar, 5-10, senior, middle hitter 
Delaney Sturgeon, 5-11, senior, outside hitter 
Caitlin Kreitzer, 5-6, senior, setter 
Jhenavesza Miller, 5-3, senior, defensive specialist 
Elsie Sturgeon, 5-5, senior, outside hitter 
 
Season Outlook:  
This is going to be another exciting season for our team! Our 
six seniors have been playing together since 7th grade and are 
preparing to win big in their last season together. We also have 
a close group of JV players that are going to see varsity time 
on the court. We always face tough competition in our section 
and are excited for the match ups this season. 
 
Section Favorite: Ellwood City, Neshannock 
 
Young Players to Watch:  
I have 2 freshmen, Carah Kreitzer and Denim Elchison, that 
are going to make an impact on our team at a young age.  
 

Hopewell  
 
Coach: Terry Borkovic (35th year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Jordan Siriani, 5-8, senior, outside hitter,  
Alyssa Spang, 5-10, senior, middle blocker,  
Reese Murray, 5-8, senior, opposite, 
Philomena Catanzarite, 5-5, senior, libero,  
Mikayla Kurta, 6-1, sophomore, middle blocker.  
Brianna Indereist, 5-6, junior, outside hitter. 
 
Season Outlook:  
This team is solid both offensively and defensively. Hitters are 
experienced and intelligent. The entire offense returns from 
last season. The backcourt defense is improving by the day. 
Blocking should be an area of strength. This team will surprise 
some teams. We are highly capable of pulling off a major 
upset. As our tradition, our goal is compete for the section title 
and make a long playoff run. 
 
Section favorite:  
Quaker Valley. Avonworth and OLSH will contend for the 
section title. 
 
WPIAL favorite: Quaker Valley 
 
Young Players to Watch:  
Hopewell’s Mikayla Kurta 
 

Keystone Oaks 
 
Coach: Mike O’Leary (8th year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Mia McCafferty, 5-10, senior, middle hitter 
Ava Pintado, 5-10, senior, outside hitter 
Amelia Walter, 5-9, senior, middle hitter 
Kylie Stahl, 5-3, junior, libero 
 
Season Outlook:  
We lost a good bit of starters to graduation last year, but we 
return the core of our offense. We’re excited to see how 
younger athletes take advantage of the opportunity for more  
playing time and we expect to build off of our successes last 
year.  
 
Section Favorite: South Allegheny or South Park 
 
WPIAL Favorite: Quaker Valley or Avonworth  
 
Young Players to Watch: Viola MacNeil, Thomas Jefferson 
 

Laurel 
 
Coach: Lew Liparulo (1st year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Tori Atkins, 5-11, senior, outside hitter 
Hailey Collins 5-7, senior, setter  
Sara Fedrizzi, 5-1, senior, defensive specialist  
Kali Hamilla, 5-4, senior, opposite  
Summer Haney, 5-8, senior, defensive specialist 
Teagen Fortuna, 5-7, junior, defensive specialist  
Alexis Gelwitz, 5-9, junior, middle hitter 
 
  



Ligonier Valley  
 
Coach: Emily Daugherty (6th year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Emily Rankin, 5-5, senior, outside hitter/defensive specialist  
Morgan Smith, 5-4, senior, libero 
Kya Hegan, 5-2, senior, setter 
Lacy Smith, 5-9, senior, middle hitter  
Sydney Foust, 5-7, senior, middle/right hitter  
Rylee Monticue, 5-11, sophomore, setter/outside hitter  
Marlee Miller, 5-4, sophomore, outside hitter  
 
Season Outlook:  
We have a big group of seniors that will lead the way with our 
younger team. We hope with a large group of returning starters 
for our varsity that we will be able to compete for a top position 
in our section and make a run.  
 

McGuffey  
 
Coach: JoAnn Harshman (39th year at McGuffey, 40th overall)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Sarah Brownlee, 5-5, junior, setter  
Nicole Klages, 5-3, junior, libero  
Faith Ealy, 5-4, senior, outside hitter  
Penelope Shriver, 5-7, senior, outside hitter  
Ava Ullom, 5-10, sophomore, middle hitter  
Ariana Augustine, 5-10, senior, middle hitter  
 
Season Outlook  
Baring injuries, we should be competitive in our section. If the 
girls come together, play as a unit, and avoid injuries, we 
should field a good team. 
 
Section Favorite:  
Waynesburg should be good. Burgettstown and Chartiers-
Houston are new to the section.  

 
Mohawk  
 
Coach: Anna Fadden (4th year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Malayna McBride, 5-10, senior, middle hitter 
Riley Shaffer, 5-4, junior, setter 
Sara Hampson, 5-4, junior, outside hitter 
Carmen Hart, 5-5, senior, defensive specialist 
 
Season Outlook:  
We have a great group of committed players who have worked 
hard all off season. This season we have 4 returning starters 
from last year. We are continuing to build on our strengths and 
make weaknesses stronger as a team. Our goal is to continue 
being competitive and supportive on and off the court.  
 
Young Players to Watch:  
We have some juniors ready to make an impact on the court in 
the front row. Our senior setter ready to set you from 
anywhere.  
 

Neighborhood Academy  
 
Coach: Sophia Duck (3rd year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Gabby Jarvis, 5-9, senior, middle hitter  
Abigail Mullin, 5-8, junior, middle hitter  
Neyla Hendi, 5-5, senior, setter 
Audrey Jiang, 5-8, senior, outside hitter  
Lailah Harris, 5-7, junior, outside hitter  
Carys Brownlee, 5-4, sophomore, libero 
 
Season Outlook:  
We return six starters from last season. We are more 
experienced and look to compete every rally this season.  We 
have added five newcomers who are excited and want to make 
an impact immediately.  
 
Section Favorite: Burrell 
 
Young Players to Watch:  
Collette Griffith, 5-9, freshman from Neighborhood Academy. 
  

Northgate  
 
Coach: Tiaura Hanner (2nd year at Northgate, 3rd year overal)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Johna Ambramowicz, 5-6, senior, setter 
Aniyah Settles, 5-9, senior, middle hitter  
Kaylin Winters, 5-7, junior, outside hitter 
 
Season Outlook:  
We are building a program and growing as a team. Our team is 
high energy and excited about the season.  
 
Section Favorite: Avonworth 
 

Neshannock 
 
Coach: Jenny Bollinger (6th year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Jaidon Nogay, 5-8, junior, outside hitter 
Rian Owens, 5-9, junior, setter/opposite  
Nora Ball, 5-4, junior, defensive specialist  
Nina Medure, junior, setter/defensive specialist  
Payton Newman, junior, outside/middle hitter 
 
Season Outlook:  
We are excited about the team we have! Great chemistry in the 
gym! We are gearing up for an exciting season! With a mix of 
experienced players and promising newcomers, the team is 
looking to build on their past performances and aim for a 
strong showing this year! 
 
Section Favorite: Always a fight between Shenango & 
Neshannock 
 
WPIAL Favorite: Avonworth & Quaker Valley 
 

  



New Brighton 
 
Coach: Amanda Ardinger (1st year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Alaya McKenzie, 5-9, senior, outside hitter 
Karmen Briancesco, 5-5, senior, right side hitter 
Sundi Fazio, 5-4, senior, setter 
Sadie Walton, 5-9, senior, middle hitter 
Elise Gerrich, 5-10, junior, outside/middle hitter 
Ameera Walker, 5-7, junior, middle hitter 
 
Season Outlook:  
The Lions are returning to the court with 6 out of 7 starters this 
season, bringing a wealth of experience and a strong 
foundation to build upon. With their core lineup intact, fans can 
expect a high level of play and exciting matches as the team 
looks to build on last year’s success. The cohesion and 
familiarity among the players will be a key asset as they strive 
for a standout season. Keep an eye out for dynamic 
performances and a spirited campaign from this talented 
squad. With new head coach Amanda Ardinger picking up 
where Wes Remley left off, the team is poised for an exciting 
season ahead. Ardinger's fresh perspective and leadership, 
combined with the strong core of returning players, promise to 
drive the Lions toward another successful campaign. Fans can 
look forward to a thrilling season as the team adapts to new 
strategies and builds on their solid foundation. 
 
Section Favorite: Avonworth 
 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart  
 
Coach: Mike McDonald (37th year as girls coach)  
 
Returning Starter:  
Leah Parker, 5'8, junior, opposite  
 
Season Outlook:  
Having to totally revamp and create a new line up with 
inexperienced returning players will be a continuous process 
hoping for improvement in performance and in-game decision 
making. We currently are using about 14 players total as we 
attempt to find a group that can gel and play together and 
continue to improve as we go. 
 
Section Favorites:  
The favorites in our section are Quaker Valley and Avonworth. 
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
The favorite in the WPIAL Class 2A might include the following 
teams: Quaker Valley, Avonworth, Neshannock, Shenango, 
and possibly South Park. Beaver and Freeport moved up to 
3A, which will have an impact on the Class 2A playoff picture. 
 

Quaker Valley  
 
Coach: Mike Vavrek (14th at Quaker Valley, 20th overall)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Vanessa Pickett, 5-8, senior, setter 
Molly MacDonald, 5-11, senior, outside hitter 
Nora Hammond, 5-7, senior, outside hitter 
Carmen Forsythe, 5-5, senior, defensive specialist 
Mia Gartley, 5-9, junior, middle hitter 
 
Season Outlook:  
I expect my team to compete every night and improve 
everytime we step on the court.  We have some veteran 
leaders back, and some new girls who have been around the 
program, but who are going to have to pick up the speed of the 
varsity game quickly for us to have success. 
 
Section Favorite:  
I believe that people will say that Quaker Valley and Avonworth 
may be the 2 favorites. I would not count out Hopewell and 
OLSH, as they are two teams that are always going to show up 
and compete every time you play them. New Brighton and 
Freedom are both improving and I believe both return a large 
number of girls from last year's team. Northgate and Aliquippa 
are both new to the section, so I will be interested to see them.   
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
I think with the AA WPIAL Champion from the previous 2 years 
(Beaver, Freeport) both moving up to AAA this year, the 
WPIAL is wide open for whoever wants it. 

 
Riverside  
 
Coach: Justin Bennett (1st year)  
 
Returning Starters: 
Bella White, 5-6, junior, libero 
Elliot Hardy, 5-8, junior, outside hitter 
Delana Fox, 5-7, senior, middle hitter 
Suzie Bishop, 5-9, junior, middle hitter 
 
Section Favorite:  
What’s unique about our section is that there are a lot of strong 
teams. It’s a tossup between which team is going to come out 
stronger than the rest. Neshannock and Shenango always 
have a strong program.  
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
As a first-year head coach, I’m not sure of who the favorites 
are in the WPIAL. 
 

  



Seton LaSalle  
 
Coach: Kaleb Krebs (2nd year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Addie Lonergan, 5-9, junior, outside/right hitter 
Mary Starkey, 5-6, junior, outside hitter   
Gigi Lonergan, 5-10, sophomore, setter 
 
Season Outlook:  
Looking to try and rebound from last year. Get 1 percent better 
every day.  
Section Favorite: South Allegheny 
 
WPIAL Favorite: Quaker Valley or Avonworth. 
 
Young Players to Watch:  
Ryan Cameron (Steel Valley) [junior] is the most athletic 
athlete in 2A Volleyball.   
 

Shenango  
 
Coach: Greg Dugan (33rd year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Amara DeFrank, 5-10, senior, middle hitter 
Zoe Offie, 5-9, junior, outside hitter 
Anna McKinley, 6-0, sophomore, middle hitter  
 
Season Outlook:  
We have a very athletic team and are improving daily. We will 
be ready for the start of the season. 
 
Section Favorite:  
The section is very competitive and will be a battle every night. 
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
With Freeport and Beaver moved to Class 3A, that opens the 
Class 2A title picture to several teams.  
 
Young Players to Watch:  
junior libero Giada Christopher and sophomore outside hitter 
Emma Herb will both make an impact on this year's team. 

 

South Allegheny  
 
Coach: Jack Kelley (6th year)  
 
Returning starters: 
Ava Chizmar, 5-3, senior, setter  
Regan McBeth, 5-11, junior, outside hitter 
Ava Luft, 5-6, junior, setter 
Violet Pastories, 5-3, junior, defensive specialist 
Ally Chizmar, 5-8, sophomore, outside hitter 
 
Season Outlook:  
Our kill leader from last season, Regan McBeth (145 kills), is 
only a junior and has made great strides defensively and could 
play 6 rotations this year. Both of our setters, senior Ava 
Chizmar and junior Ava Luft, are back and looking really sharp 
after solid club seasons. Then we have sophomore, Ally 
Chizmar (who had 80 kills in her freshman year from the right 
side) moving to outside hitter this year, which should mean 
more attempts. But we still have some holes to fill. We 
graduated 3 very experienced, 6-rotation players (Bri Hayes, 
Lex Lundberg, Lindy Lucas) which is going to sting. But I think 
we have some players in waiting who are up for the challenge. 
Assuming we get back the two starters who recently suffered 
ankle injuries, we’re confident that we can rebound from the 
loss of our graduating seniors. With our depth at all hitting 
positions and the improvement of our returning players, we 
expect to be a contender in our section once again. We also 
feel like it’s about time we did something in the postseason and 
maybe get the South Allegheny Volleyball Program its first ever 
playoff win. 
 
Section Favorite:  
As always, our section is going to be tough. Like us, most of 
our section opponents seem to have lost important players to 
graduation. I also know of several young standouts in our 
section who have probably improved since last season. So it’s 
hard to guess what everyone is going to look like this season. 
But despite the changes, Keystone Oaks is still likely the team 
to beat in our section this year. 
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
The two schools that played in the 2A championship last year 
moved up to 3A so I would expect Avonworth or Quaker Valley 
to be the favorites. 
 
Young Players to Watch:  
She’s not young, but a new face to our starting lineup will be 5-
9 senior middle hitter Alexis Bartrug. She has been stuck 
behind by a couple great middles for years and now and finally 
has the chance to prove herself. Alexis is long and jumps well 
and is causing problems for opposing hitters this summer. 
She’s becoming a force offensively as well, which has been a 
pleasant surprise. But she suffered an ankle injury in late July 
that we are hoping will heal in time for her to play most of the 
season. 
 



South Park  
 
Coach: Chad Farrington (7th year at South Park, 13th as girls 
head coach) 
 
Returning Starters:  
Jordin Bachner, 5-6, senior, setter 
Alexa Albert, 5-8, senior, outside hitter 
Sophia Cox, 5-8, senior, middle blocker 
Jacie Hilligsberg, 5-5, senior, outside hitter 
Ally Wilder, 5-5, senior, outside hitter 
Mady Wilder, 5-6, senior, middle blocker 
Sydney Sekely, 5-9, junior, outside hitter 
Stephanie Vamossy, 5-3, sophomore, defensive specialist 
Jessa Harmer, 5-2, sophomore, defensive specialist 
Kacey Ziegler, 5-7, sophomore, right side hitter 
Madelyn Lafferty, 5-2, sophomore, setter 
 
Season Outlook:  
The coming season is one built around high goals and 
expectations. The majority of our returning players saw 
significant varsity playing time and we're looking to build from 
where we left off last year. There's a lot of positivity around the 
girls and team already, and we're excited to get this season 
kicked off. 
 
Section Favorite:  
Keystone Oaks is the returning section champs, they'll be the 
favorite headed into the season. South Allegheny should have 
another solid year in the coming season. Carlynton is also an 
unknown being new to the section, they could be an interesting 
team to keep an eye on. South Park will be in the mix. 
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
Beaver and Freeport, the two finalists in AA last year, have 
both moved up to AAA. Quaker Valley and Avonworth were in 
the semis last year, both lost some senior leadership, but I'd 
have to say the early season favorite would have to be one of 
the two. 
 
Young Players to Watch:  
The four returning sophomores we have will all be key players. 
Kacey and Mady both made the all section team last year as 
freshmen. Steph and Jessa will both have massively 
increasing roles in the coming season. Alex Knox is an 
incoming freshman at Peters Township who will be making an 
immediate impact to that team. 
 

Southmoreland  
 
Coach: Michelle Pergar (1st year at Southmoreland)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Taylor Doppelheuer, 6-0, senior, Middle 
Riley Puckey, 5-7, senior, setter  
Makayla Etling, 5-6, senior, outside hitter 
Ainsley Martin, 5-3, junior, libero 
Zoey Welling, 5-7, junior, setter 
 
Season Outlook:  
I expect our team to win the section and make it to the playoffs.  
 
Section Favorite: Southmoreland  

 

Waynesburg  
 
Coach: Dan Higinbotham (12th year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Railey Bochna, 5-10, sophomore, outside hitter  
Mikaylynn Good, 5-6, senior, outside hitter 
Gina Tedrow, 5-6, junior, setter 
Chatham Knight, 5-4, sophomore, setter 
Lelia McCollum, 5-1, sophomore, defensive specialist  
 
Season Outlook:  
I have high hopes for my team this year. Overall we have a 
young team with alot of ambition. We also have 2 new players 
that will be a great asset to our team.  
 
Section Favorite:  
Our section has many new teams so it's really hard to say who 
the favorite would be. I do like our chances this year though.  
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
There are many great teams in the wpial. I would have to say 
the favorite would be Avonworth. 
 
Young Players to Watch:  
Three players from Waynesburg: freshman Emily Rafferty, and 
sophomores Railey Bochna and Lelia McCollum. 
 

Yough  
 
Coach: Kelly Fitterer (3rd year)  
 
Returning Starters: 
Addy Seanor, senior, 5-10, setter/outside hitter 
Adoria Waldier, senior, 5-10, setter/outside hitter 
Hailey Bock, senior, 5-11, middle hitter 
Alyvia Singer, junior, 6-0, middle hitter  
Kadee Roebuck, senior, 5-9 libero 
         
Season Outlook:  
We are starting our season off playing in a different section 
due to the alignment. We are up for the challenge of playing 
against teams we never played before. 
 
Section Favorite:  
Deer Lakes is a team that has been mentioned in several 
conversations. Not sure if it's a favorite but definitely going to 
be a match to look forward to.   
 
Young Players to Watch: Alyvia Singer (Yough) 
 
 
 


