
Apollo-Ridge  
 
Coach: Laura Daub (7th year)  
 
Returning starters:  
Josalin McCauley, 5-11, senior, outside hitter (injured last year)  
Sarah Niel, 5-6, senior, outside hitter 
Charleigh Beatty, 5-4, senior, libero 
Alexis Shaner, 5-5, senior, outside/right hitter  
Miranda Gartley, 5-0, junior, setter  
Mikaila Ditty, 5-8, sophomore, middle hitter  
 
Season Outlook:  
We have great leadership in our upperclassmen & we have 
large numbers coming from our underclassmen. We are 
excited to see what we can do this year. The interest in 
volleyball is growing rapidly at Apollo-Ridge!  
 
Section Favorite:  
St. Joseph won the section title last season.  
 
WPIAL Favorite: Greensburg Central  
 

Aquinas Academy  
 
Coach: Jenny Chufo (3rd year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Alexa Risdon, 5-6, senior, opposite/libero  
Carly Bezila, 5-2, junior, setter  
Kay Chufo, 5-9, junior, middle hitter  
Katie Tarquinio, 5-9, junior, outside/middle hitter  
Megan Policicchio, 5-5, junior, opposite/libero  
 
Season Outlook:  
Many returning players so looking to improve our record, finish 
stronger in our section and make it past first round of playoffs. 
We are still young, with only one senior starter returning but a 
very athletic group with versatile players.  
 
Section Favorite: St. Joseph  
 
WPIAL Favorite: Eden Christian  
 
Division I or II Recruits:  
Alexa Risdon from Aquinas is looking to possibly play Division 
II volleyball but is not committed at this time. 
 

Beaver County Christian  
 
Coach: Nellie McMahon (3rd year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Anna Witterman, 5-7, senior, outside hitter  
 
Season Outlook:  
We graduated 6 starters last year so we will be rebuilding with 
some good young talent.  
 
Section Favorite:  
I think Union will be strong this year. South Side was also 
looking good at the end of last season. 
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
Greensburg Central, Frazier, and Serra Catholic are always 
strong 

Brentwood  
 
Coach: Matt Episcopo (4th year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Victoria Gidias, 5-6, junior, outside hitter  
Carma Coberly, 5-9, junior, middle hitter  
Emily Schubert, 5-9, sophomore outside/middle hitter  
Jordyn Gaughan, 5-4, sophomore, defensive specialist  
 
Season Outlook:  
Having a very difficult and challenging season in 2024 I believe 
it also laid out a foundation for growth and improvement 
moving forward. This off season the team has pushed each 
other to get better everyday. With a mix of players returning 
with more experience, and a promising group of young talent 
coming up we are confident in turning things around in 2025.  
 
Section Favorite: Eden Christian  
 
WPIAL Favorite: Eden Christian or Greensburg C.C. 
 

Carmichaels  
 
Coach: Cameron Coffey (2nd year at Carmichaels, 9th year 
overall)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Bailey Barnyak, 5-9, senior, outside hitter  
Payton Plavi, 5-4, senior, right side 
Baylee Landau, 5-2, senior, setter 
Brenna Walker, 6-1, junior, middle hitter 
Emma Arbogast, 5-4, junior, outside hitter 
Reese Marzo, 5-5, junior, setter 
Giana Colarusso, 5-6, sophomore, middle hitter 
 
Season Outlook:  
We lost three seniors last year who had a lasting impact on this 
team, but with a core group of returners and some strong 
incoming freshmen, we look to build off of last season and 
continue bettering ourselves and our program. We have some 
injuries early on and have had to make some adjustments but 
have been thankful that people have been filling those holes 
early on. We want to better ourselves every day and be the 
best team/players that we are able to be. 
 
Section Favorite:  
I think quite a few teams lost some key seniors last year, 
including us, we look to be in contention for the section again 
but Beth Center, West Greene, and Jefferson-Morgan look to 
come back strong this year. Mapletown has been rebuilding 
but overall look fundamentally sound and with their new 
coaches I know they will turn some heads this year as well. 
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
I think Frazier and GCC will battle it out again.  
 

  



Bishop Canevin  
 
Coach: Maddie Maziarz (2nd year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
No starters returning. 
 
Season Outlook:  
We have a new team this season after losing 11 seniors. Our 
entire team will be made up of new players, all of which being 
rising juniors. They are rising to the challenge and ready to be 
competitive this season. 
 
Section Favorite:  
Eden is the favorite 
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
Frazier is the WPIAL favorite 
 

Eden Christian  
 
Coach: Jillian Zentko (4th year, 7th overall)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Ava Arnold, 5-8, senior, outside hitter 
Ainsley Chavalier, 5-8, senior, setter 
Erin Hull, 5-9, sophomore, setter 
Emily Muir, 5-11, sophomore, outside hitter 
 
Season Outlook:  
We’re coming off an undefeated Section 5 title - the first in 
school history - and return a solid core of starters. Our seniors 
have set the vision for the year as “Play His Way, keeping 
Christ at the center of everything we do on and off the court. 
With strong leadership from our upperclassmen and younger 
players stepping confidently into bigger roles, we expect to be 
competitive in section play and make a strong push in the 
WPIAL playoffs. 
 
Section Favorite:  
Our section is full of strong teams, and we know every match 
will be a battle. We’re focused on continuing to grow as a team 
and taking things one game, one set, and one point at a time. 
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
There’s been a lot of mix-up within Class 1A this year with key 
players graduating and others transferring. It will be interesting 
to see how it all shakes out. 
 

Geibel  
 
Coach: Collin Brant (2nd year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Mallory Clemmer, sophomore, middle hitter  
Nolace Petrosky, sophomore, outside hitter  
Sarah Shumar, senior, setter  
Elianna Gadd, senior, outside hitter  
 
Season Outlook:  
I think they will do well. 
 
 

Fort Cherry  
 
Coach: Jenna Granatire (3rd year at Fort Cherry, 4th year 
overall)  
 
Returning Starters: 
Brooke Cornali, 6-0, senior, middle hitter  
Sophia Holmes, 5-9, senior, outside hitter  
Julia Amsler, 5-2, junior, defensive specialist  
 
Season Outlook:  
Our team has been centered around defense. I expect us to be 
a better blocking team than we were in the past. We spent a lot 
of time together this summer really working together to create 
a strong foundation.  
 
Section Favorite:  
Tough call. I would say Eden Christian.  
 
WPIAL Favorite: Frazier or Greensburg C.C. 
 
Division I or II Recruits:  
Not from our section, but I know there is a lot of girls across 
1A-4A who will be playing volleyball in college at all levels.  
 

Frazier  
 
Coach: Mandy Hartman (28th year)  
 
Returning Starters: 
Maddie Salisbury, 6-0, senior, right side hitter 
Addison Schultz, 5-11, senior, middle hitter 
Jayanna Ciferno, 5-8, senior, defensive specialist 
Grace Polkabla, 5-7, junior, right hitter 
Addison Hiles, 5-6, junior, libero 
Allie Monack, 5-10, junior, setter/outside hitter 
Mia West 5-8, junior, middle hitter 
 
Season Outlook:  
We are returning the majority of our starting team from last 
year and are excited to compete again this year. A few key 
losses due to graduation will cause an early learning curve, but 
we are confident we can continue to build on the successes 
from last season.   
 
Section Favorite:  
There are some very competitive teams in our section and we 
will have to stay focused with a winning mindset every time we 
play. We were the section champions last season and with so 
many returning players, I feel we can be just as competitive. 
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
GCC won the title last year and Frazier was the runner-up. 
However, I believe GCC will have a different look this year. I 
also see Eden Christian as a contender as they have some 
talented returning players. 
 
Division I or II Recruits:  
For Frazier, we have Maddie Salisbury who will be going to 
California University of PA and Addison Schultz who will be 
playing at West Virginia Wesleyan.  
 

  



Greensburg C.C.  
 
Coach: Jennifer Yezovich (1st year as head coach, fourth year 
with the program)  
  
Returning Starters:  
We have no returning starters. 
 
Season Outlook:  
Our entire Varsity lineup from last year graduated, so we are 
really rebuilding our Varsity lineup. It’s a fresh start. Consisting 
of one senior, six juniors, a sophomore & a freshman, this 
group has been working hard as they transition from JV to 
Varsity players for the upcoming season. We are very excited 
for the season! 
 
Section Favorite: Frazier  
 

Jefferson-Morgan  
 
Coach: Laasha Justice (4th year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Ava Wood, 5-6 senior outside hitter  
Kaelyn Martos, 5-7, senior, middle hitter  
Emily Bazzoli, 5-6, junior, libero 
Alaina McCollum, 4-9, junior, setter/defensive specialist  
Mia Bertignolli, 5-8, setter/opposite  
Beautiful Medlen, 5-8, sophomore, middle hitter  
Kelsey Vessels, 5-7, outside hitter/defensive specialist  
 
Season Outlook:  
We lost some strong seniors last year. So this is definitely a 
rebuilding season when it comes to that. But we have a lot of 
potential.  
 
Section Favorite: I think Beth Center is definitely a section 
favorite along with Carmichaels  
 
WPIAL Favorite: I think Frazier and Greensburg Central 
Catholic are always Class 1A WPIAL favorites  
 

Leechburg  
 
Coach: Eve Hebrank (10th year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Hayven Lookabaugh, 5-6, senior, outside hitter 
Adalyn Zanotto, 5-7, senior, setter/right side hitter 
Elsa Zalenski, 5-7, junior, middle hitter  
Giuliana Granata, 5-8, sophomore, outside hitter 
Abigail Rollinger, 5-5, sophomore, setter/right side hitter  
 
Season Outlook:  
Having just missed the playoffs last season, the Blue Devils 
are looking to return to a playoff spot. Lots of hungry players 
looking to earn a starting spot in the lineup.  
 
Section Favorite: St Joseph 
 
WPIAL Favorite: Greensburg C.C.  
 

Mapletown  
 
Coach: Gabrielle Clark (1st year as head coach, 3rd with 
program)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Treslee Weston, 5-6, senior, outside hitter 
Marley Shiflett, 5-2, senior, setter 
Reagan Rankin, 5-5, senior, right side hitter 
Leah Williamson, 5-3, junior, middle 
Leona Liggett, 5-3, junior, defensive specialist 
Rowan Eisiminger, 5-6, junior, outside hitter 
 
Season Outlook:  
We are a relatively young team with a lot of potential this 
season.  
 

Riverview  
 
Coach: Jen Trosch (2nd year) 
 
Varsity Players:  
Jordyn Bigenho, sophomore, defensive specialist  
Gianna Brenza, freshman, setter/outside hitter   
Rylee Catullo, junior, middle hitter  
Mia Delrosso, freshman, defensive specialist  
Aliyah McDade, junior, outside hitter  
Pennie Stotler, junior, setter/outside hitter  
Brooklyn Steele, sophomore, right hitter  
Maggie Steimer, senior, middle hitter  
 
Season Outlook:  
My focus is to build this program from the foundation and build 
it into a family and a united team sport. We have a young team 
this year. Rebuilding year after losing 5 veteran players. My 
coaching staff includes coaches Brenza and Sarah and are the 
dream team coaching staff. We all play a crucial part in 
building this team into something special. We are focusing on 
positive attitudes and energy, team building and conditioning. 
First time in years we offered a consistent summer open gym 
conditioning program. Hoping to see the playoffs as the 
seasons progress. We see a positive bright future for our 
program. 
 

Rochester  
 
Coach: Melissa Zawislak (1st year as head coach, 11th with 
program)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Shannon Zawislak 5-7, senior, outside hitter 
Jetlynn Zigler 5-7, senior, outside hitter 
Allie Martin 5-7, senior, middle hitter  
Mary Gorman 5-9, junior, right hitter  
Madi Henry 5-2, junior, libero  
 
Season Outlook:  
I am looking forward to a successful season with improved 
communication and leadership on the court 
 
Section Favorite:  
I think the section is pretty wide open with lots of programs 
losing seniors this past season.   
 

  



St. Joseph  
 
Coach: Ann McCarty (3rd year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Kate Giannetta, 5-6, senior, setter 
Emma Yingling, 5-4, junior, setter 
Jillian Bloch, 5-3, junior, libero 
Kenzie Jones, 5-4, junior, outside hitter 
Miley Norris, 5-6, junior, middle hitter 
 
Season Outlook:  
We hope to win our section again this year with 5 returning 
starters. Aquinas and Apollo-Ridge will be tough competition 
for the section title.   
 
Section Favorite:  
Eden Christian and Frazier are returning many excellent 
players and will likely make a run deep into the playoffs. I am 
hoping we make a run as well! 
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
St. Joseph's Kate Giannetta has been in conversations with 
several D II colleges.  
 

South Side Beaver  
 
Coach: Alyssa Hickman (5th year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Anna Graff, 5-8, senior, outside hitter 
Melissa Robertson, 5-4, senior, outside hitter 
Isabel Woodling, 5-8, senior, setter 
Emily Biers, 5-10, junior, setter 
Caroline Wnoroski, 5-5 junior, defensive specialist  
 
Season Outlook:  
We are a hard-working team that will rely on our collective 
strength and unity this year. With great potential to be 
competitive in the section, I’m excited to see the energy, 
growth, and determination this team will bring as the season 
unfolds. 
 
Section Favorite:  
BCCS and Union are always strong competition in the section. 
 

Springdale  
 
Coach: Diana Killian (4th at Springdale, 5th overall)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Cambra Fersch, 5-3, senior, outside hitter 
Lilly Pazul, 5-5, senior, libero 
Abby Harvey, 5-5, senior, setter 
Jocelyn Dexter, 5-7, junior, middle hitter 
Bella George, 5-8, junior, right side 
Emma Radovich, 5-5, sophomore, outside hitter 
Laylah George, 5-9, sophomore, middle hitter 
 
Season Outlook:  
Last year we fell short of a playoff spot, but having graduated 
no seniors last year, and having had a busy offseason led by a 
lot of our starters, I feel like we’re well positioned to make that 
a reality this year. 
 
Section Favorite: St. Joseph  
 

Serra Catholic  
 
Coach: Keith Trahan (13th year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Bethany Pasternak, 5-5, senior, setter/libero/hitter 
Nicky Sfanos, 5-7, senior, outside hitter  
Laura Shanck, 5-5, senior, defensive specialist  
Madonna Koval, 5-9, junior, opposite  
Sarah Ridilla, 5-9, sophomore, setter/middle hitter 
Riley Carper, 5-11, sophomore, setter/middle hitter  
 
Season Outlook:  
We return four starters from last year’s playoff team, one of 
whom is four-year varsity player, Bethany Pasternak. Beth 
played as a freshman and sophomore on our WPIAL runner-up 
and championship teams. She is a high-level player who will 
play libero, outside, or set as needed for us. I think she will be 
a leader for this year’s team, along with fellow senior outside 
hitter Nicky Sfanos. Both were full-time starters and all section 
players last year. Sophomore setter/middles Sarah Ridilla and 
Riley Carper also return from starting every game as freshman, 
have continued to improve, and project to be high level players 
for us after gaining much experience from last year’s playoff 
run. We are excited to have Kali Jacomen, outside hitter, back 
from an injury that kept her out all last season but she was 
projected to be a starter. We will also return serving specialist 
Kiley Fettis, and Laura Shanck (DS) and Madonna Koval (RS), 
who were both starters last season. I think we have the 
potential to challenge for section and have a solid playoff run. 
Our juniors and seniors were around for our WPIAL 
championship run and are focused on maintaining that 
tradition.  
 
Section Favorite:  
Eden Christian is defending champions and returning Erin Hull 
and Ava Arnold. I think that puts them in pole position.  
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
Frazier. I think they return most if not all of their key players, 
except Gracen Hartman. They are definite favorites.  
 
Division I or II Recruits:  
Natalie Carr from Pine Richland committed to Youngstown 
State. Great player and I expect her to carry Cannon-McMillan 
into a deep playoff run again. Also, Haley Trotsky from West 
Allegheny committed to Eastern Michigan, Emma DiRocco 
from Fox Chapel committed to Old Dominion, Ellie Simmons 
from Upper St. Clair committed to Williams College, and 
Delaney Barto from Montour committed to IUP.  
 



 

Trinity Christian  
 
Coach: Gene Larson (13th year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Milan Hodge, 5-6, junior, libero  
Keira Gaunt, 5-7, junior, setter  
Madie Reed, 5-5, junior, setter  
Kenszie Leonard, 5-6, junior, outside hitter   
Ella Summer, 5-7, junior, outside hitter  
Keila Ugbodu, 5-8, senior, middle hitter  
 
Season Outlook:  
We return 6 starters, 4 of those being section all-stars, from 
last year's playoff team. A couple of girls have changed 
positions, so it could take us a few matches to jell. That said, 
we should be in the playoff hunt again this year. 
 
Section Favorite: Frazier 
 
WPIAL Favorite: Frazier  
 

Union  
 
Co-coaches: Marcie & Jon Young (2nd year at Union, 4th 
overall)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Olivia Benedict, 6-0, senior, outside hitter 
Charlotte DeRaleau 5-8, senior, utility 
Miera Gunn, 5-10, senior, middle hitter  
Maddie Settle, 5-6, senior, outside hitter 
Maggie Joseph, 5-6, junior, setter 
Irelyn Fisher, 5-10, junior, middle hitter  
Emily Ross, 5-5, junior, defensive specialist 
 
Season Outlook:  
We return all of our starters from last year's team. This athletic 
group of girls have been working hard to understand the game 
and increase their speed and reaction to the game. Should be 
an exciting season of volleyball with the growth the group has 
had and will continue to do throughout the season. Most of 
these girls have won State Championships titles in softball and 
basketball together so they've been working together for 
awhile.   
 
Section Favorite:  
Union is the only team returning the most players from last 
year. BCCS graduated 6 starters. They won section last year, 
but will be in a rebuilding year. They have a rich history of 
section titles though so they can't be counted out for the title.   
South Side Beaver could make a strong run at the section title 
as well with not many graduating from last year's team. 
Western Beaver, Cornell, and Rochester all have new 
coaches. 
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
Serra Catholic and Frazier always puts together tough teams.  
 
Division I or II Recruits:  
Seneca Valley libero Kyla Stepp has committed to Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania, which I believe is Division II. 
 

Western Beaver  
 
Coach: Glenn 'Amos' Freeman (1st year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Lillian Derenburger, 5-3, senior, setter 
Hailee Elkins, 5-1, senior, libero 
Alayna Presutti, 5-2, senior, setter 
Addison Parrish, 5-5, senior, outside hitter  
Payton Rizzo, 5-8, senior, right hitter  
Addison Bernard, 5-9, junior, outside hitter 
Abigail Grimm, 5-6, junior, outside hitter 
Madison Marshall, 5-8, junior, middle hitter 
Jocelyn Norris, 5-10, junior, middle hitter  
Taraji Backur, 5-4, sophomore, outside hitter  
 
Season Outlook:  
A lot of experience within the team and looking forward to 
being a force in the section. 
 
Section Favorite:  
As of right now, I would say Beaver County Christian School 
and Union High School. 
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
I'm not sure with rosters changing, me as a new coach and 
being out of coaching for some time. But, I wouldn't sleep on 
Eden Christian Academy. 
 

West Greene 
 
Coach: Mabel Culp (1st year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Kendra Tharp, 5-7, senior, outside hitter 
Emmaline Beazell, 5-3, senior, libero 
Kylee Davis, 5-4, junior, setter  
Chloe Harris, 6-0, junior, middle hitter 
Katie Brudnock, 5-4, sophomore, outside hitter 
 
Season Outlook:  
We are very optimistic! A lot of great underclassmen this year, 
pushing the girls to be better each day.  
 
Section Favorite:  
Favorite of the section is prob Carmichaels. They won the 
section last year so we have our eyes on them this year.  
 
WPIAL Favorite:  
My favorite in the WPIAL would have to be Frazier. They have 
such a stellar volleyball program. Always has as long as I 
remember. It’s always great game playing them. 
 

Avella  
 
Coach: Ashley Fedak (1st year)  
 
Returning Starters:  
Paisley Downey, 5-4, junior, outside hitter/defensive specialist  
Kaity Bruce, 5-3, senior, setter  
Alessa Buzzard, 5-0, senior, libero  
Aubrey Debnar, 5-7, sophomore, defensive specialist  
Milana Glaum, 5-9, junior, outside hitter/defensive specialist  
Hailey Rush, 5-5, senior, outside hitter  
Kady Cass, 5-7, senior, middle hitter  
Ginny Smith, 5-3, junior, setter/right hitter  
 


